
Content on the Delftia Hub increased website 
activity, and users were engaged by Delftia content

An online Delftia Hub that collects, 
synthesizes, and disseminates research 
will promote scientific literacy, virtually 
engage more participants in research, 

and propel new projects. 

Methods
-Improve accessibility (alt text, SEO)
-Engage public (blog content, social media, 
graphics)
-Teach literacy (Hypothes.is annotations)
-Share data (protocols, results)
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Results
Over 28 days, the Hub had daily 
activity of 2 users (n=198) 
(normalized n=159), 3 sessions 
(n=223),  6.5 pageviews (n=448). 
Users accessed directly  (n=174), by 
referral (n=39), search engine (n=5), 
social media (n=5). Average session 
was 1.85min, pages per session was 
2.10, bounce rate was 60%. Top 
content by session was Home 
(n=114), Blog (n=56), Call for 
Annotators (n=24),  Annotation Info 
(n=16), Meet the Researcher (n=15). 
Social media accounts on Twitter 
and Instagram resulted in 685 
impressions and 59 engagements. 
Twitter engaged 6% of users (n=575) 
Instagram engaged 25% (n=110). 
Hypothes.is grew 1 user, 165 
annotations. Analysis of the text and 
annotations of Johnston et al. 2013 
showed the Flesch Reading Ease of 
text was 14, while annotations were 
37.2 (165.7% increase). 
Flesch-Kincaid grade level of text and 
annotations were 16.2 and 11.1, 
respectively. 

Background
Problem: Disjointed, complex literature. 
Lack of societal scientific literacy.
Solution: Engage public using Delftia, 
bacteria that biomineralizes gold.

OPEN ACCESS SCIENCE

Discussion
The Delftia Hub recruited visitors and 
engaged them, as expected. Engagement, 
as shown by low bounce rate (<70%) and 
>2 pages per session was successful. 
Although the site was active, no student 
annotations were created. Annotations 
from researchers defined keywords, 
highlighted important information, and 
posed questions to improve readability by 
165%. Metric analysis is limited to 28 days, 
caused by an error in Google Analytics. 
In the future, more content will be added to 
the Hub to continue public education. 
Additionally, a Wikipedia editing initiative 
this fall will further public scientific literacy 
and create more accessible content. 
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